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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the complication of 
discriminating processing of the maximum delay virtual port, and to 
improve through put by observing the transmission delay time of a virtual 
port, and instructing a virtual port with the longest delay time as the 
maximum delay virtual port. 

SOLUTION: A maximum delay virtual port instructing means 160 
instructs the maximum delay virtual port with the longest delay time for 
each physical port 111-113, after the compared result of a virtual port 
delay comparing means 150 is applied, when a transmittable cell is 
present in any virtual port 101-102, 103-104, and 105-106 connected 
with the same physical port. Then, when a transmittable cell connected 
with each physical port 111-113 is not present, the maximum delay 
virtual port instructing means 106 designates the virtual port in which 
the cell transmittable to the physical port at first appears which is 
observed and detected by a first appearance virtual port observing 
means 130 to be the maximum delay virtual port of the physical ports 
111-113. 
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